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villages for its maintenance from Kun Pandya in the eleventh
or twelfth century. The grant was subjected to enquiry in the
time of Virappa Nayakan and confirmed in 1573 A.D.43
The rulers of the eastern coast pursued an enlightened
policy towards the merchants who visited their coasts. The
peculiar custom of the western parts, that a vessel driven ashore
by stress of weather became the property of the authorities., was
not observed, and all vexatious port dues besides the regular
custom' (kfipasulka) duties were removed, with the natural result
that an extensive trade grew up and flourishing trade settlements
under the especial protection of the rulers came into existence.44
The Coromandel Coast became the Ma* bar (passage) of the
Muslim traders. According to Wassaf ,45 it extended from Koulam.
to Nilawar (Nellore) nearly three hundred parsangs along the
sea coast. 4* In the language of that country the king is called
Dewar, which signifies the lord of empire. The curiosities of
Chin and Machln and the products of Hind and Sind, laden,
on large ships (which they call junks) sailing like mountains
with the wings of winds on the surface of the water, always
arrived there. The wealth of the islands of the Persian Gulf
in particular and in part the beauty and adornments of other
countries from *Iraq and Khorasan as far as Rum and Europe,,
are derived from Ma'bar which is so situated as to be the key
of Hind/*
In the twelfth century the Muhammadans formed a well-
established community in these parts, and they seemed to have
acquired sufficient importance, for they are noticed along with
Vaisyas as bringing presents to the Ceylonese General who-
invaded the Pandya Kingdom in 1171-72 A.D.*&
In the thirteenth century the trade, especially in horses,
had become so vast that an agency was established at Kayal
by Malik-ul-Islam Jamal Uddln, ruler of Kis, and later the?
43Nelson: Madura, p. 69.
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